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Brian Tierney is Chief Marketing Officer of Advanta Corp. (NASDAQ:ADVNB; ADVNA) and has spent 
much of his career launching and managing businesses. 

After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania in 1979, Tierney began working in Washington, DC 
for the U.S. Small Business Administration. He ultimately became a presidential appointee, serving as the 
SBA’s Assistant Regional Administrator for Public Affairs and Communications.  

In 1984, while earning a law degree at night, Tierney founded Tierney & Company Public Relations. 
Financed solely on his credit card, Tierney & Company became the first of many successful 
entrepreneurial endeavors for Tierney.   He sold Tierney & Company in 1986 to New York ad agency 
Foot Cone & Belding and became head of the company’s public relations division.  

In 1989 he again struck out on his own launching The Tierney Group with just three employees. Tierney’s 
business grew quickly and his reputation as a successful businessman attracted the attention of many 
clients. The company eventually grew into Tierney Communications and became the largest advertising 
and public relations firm in the mid-Atlantic region, representing clients such as Exelon, IBM, Deloitte 
Consulting and Verizon, for whom the agency created award-winning advertising campaigns featuring 
actor James Earl Jones. 

In 2000, Tierney completed the sale of Tierney Communications to international marketing conglomerate 
Interpublic Group of Companies (NYSE: IPG) and dedicated the next several years of his career to 
charitable and political endeavors.   

In 2004 he was named Chief Marketing Officer of Advanta Corp., overseeing the all marketing fucntions 
of one of the nation’s leading financial services companies serving the small business market.  

He is active in his local Philadelphia community, serving on the board of directors of more than a dozen 
organizations, including NutriSystems, LLC; the Cadient Group; Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts; 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce; and the University of Pennsylvania Museum Board of 
Overseers. Brian is an Entrepreneur in Residence at the Wharton School of Business, a member of the 
American Association of Advertising Agencies, the Public Relations Society of America and the American 
Bar Association. 

 


